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Date: 22 October 2019 

To: Whom It May Concern 

From: Jacob Pries, Policy Intern 

Re: Support for SB 462 

 

On behalf of the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA), we would like to state our support 

for California SB 462 and respectfully ask that you support this important piece of legislation, as well. The 

QDMA is a national nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedicated to ensuring the future of white-tailed 

deer, wildlife habitat and our hunting heritage. The QDMA has over 60,000 members nationwide and our 

membership includes hunters, landowners and natural resource professionals.  

At QDMA, we believe that proper forest management practices are vital to the preservation of deer, 

wildlife habitat and the deer hunting tradition. With proper management of our forests being so vital to their 

successful preservation, it is important that we encourage the next generation of conservationists to partake in 

forest management careers. The United States of America is home to some of the world’s most unique and 

diverse forests. California, itself, is home to the great Redwood National and State Parks for example. Recently, 

however, these forests have been placed in jeopardy due to devastating wildfires, invasive pests and crippling 

diseases. It is through responsible forest management implemented by well-trained forest professionals, that 

these problems can be addressed. This piece of legislation sets into motion a path for those passionate about a 

career in forestry management to obtain a high-quality education that will prepare them for the field.  

California stands to benefit greatly from the passage of this bill. According to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics (BLS), California had the highest employment of forestry and conservation workers, forestry and 

conservation technicians, and foresters in 2015. California, also, had the second highest employment 

of conservation scientists during that same time. Additionally, employment for foresters is expected to increase 

by 8% and employment for conservation scientists is expected to increase by 7% from 2014-2024. By 

authorizing a forest and woodlands restoration workforce model curriculum and vocational programs, you will 

be providing a means by which individuals can obtain the necessary education to preserve our nation’s vast 

forest system for the enjoyment of many generations to come. As the great forester Guifford Pinchot once said 

on the purpose of conservation, it is “the greatest good to the greatest number of people for the longest time.” 

With this bill passing into law, this will set in motion the potential for individuals to gather an education in 

conservation, thus allowing Guifford Pinchot’s words to come to fruition leading to the preservation of our 

nation’s forests. On behalf of the QDMA, we would like to thank you for your time, consideration and dedicated 

service to the state of California.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jacob Pries 

Policy Intern 

Quality Deer Management Association 


