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Chairman DeFazio and Ranking Member Graves:  

 

On behalf of our tens of millions of supporters, the undersigned sportsmen, conservation, and 

environmental organizations write in support of the following priorities for the upcoming Water 

Resources Development Act legislation.  

 

Create important incentives for natural infrastructure. Natural infrastructure not only helps 

communities meet their infrastructure needs, but it also provides substantial co-benefits such as 

improved fish and wildlife habitat, enhanced recreational opportunities, and improved water quality. We 

believe that Congress should create important incentives to increase the use of natural infrastructure 

through providing consistency in cost-sharing requirements. In the upcoming WRDA bill, Congress 

should clarify that natural infrastructure projects receive the same cost-share requirements as 

nonstructural projects.  

 

Increase Understanding of the Benefits of Levee Setbacks. Realigning levees to provide more room for 

storing and conveying water in the floodplain reduces choke points, increases the level of flood 

protection, improves system reliability, and helps protect critical infrastructure (e.g., energy and 

transportation systems). Setting a levee back to expand the floodplain, decreases the likelihood of levee 

breaks and overtopping decreasing the risk of flood damages and improves the ecological services 

provided by floodplains. While the Army Corps has become increasingly interested in the use of levee 

setbacks as a way to reduce recurring flood damages and levee failures, the Corps has not produced 

critical studies required by WRRDA 2014 that would help to increase the understanding of the current 

status and cost effectiveness of the nation’s levees. These reports are key to ensuring the reliability of 

levees across the country and to building public awareness of the potential risks caused by levees that 

repeatedly fail following flooding events. Congress should include language in the upcoming WRDA bill 

reemphasizing the need for these reports and requiring the Corps to complete and release these reports. 

Congress should also direct the Corps to track repetitive levee failures and their costs, and report on steps 

that could be taken to reduce the risks and costs of future failures. 

 

Modernize the criteria used by the Army Corps to account for all costs and benefits associated with 

projects. Currently, the Corps benefit-cost analysis does not accurately account for all the costs and 

benefits of Corps projects. Actual project costs for traditional infrastructure projects are often 

significantly higher than the projected costs used to determine a project’s BCR. The current BCR process 

used by the Corps also underestimates the benefits of natural infrastructure projects and does not take into 

account the costs associated with lost ecosystem services from the construction of traditional 

infrastructure projects. Congress should modernize the criteria used to assess the costs and benefits, and 

direct outside technical review of Corps’ BCRs to ensure accuracy. 

 

Require Monitoring to Meaningfully Assess Project Impacts. The Army Corps should fund and 

require the implementation of robust monitoring plans to track and assess impacts of projects during 

construction and throughout long-term operations and maintenance. Monitoring would help identify 

whether negative impacts are occurring, provide the opportunity to adjust construction and/or operations 



to reduce such impacts in real time, and help to institutionalize key learning for implementing future 

projects.  Such monitoring could be used to inform an adaptive management program and also to 

document tangible project benefits to help demonstrate the return on investment in ecosystem restoration, 

navigation, and flood-risk management projects alike. 

 

We look forward to working with you and your staff on these important issues and thank you for your 

continued commitment to conservation.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Angler Action Foundation 

American Sportfishing Association 

American Rivers  

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers  

Environmental Defense Fund  

Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 

National Audubon Society 

National Deer Alliance  

National Marine Manufacturers Association 

National Wildlife Federation  

National Parks Conservation Association  

North American Grouse Partnership  

Outdoor Industry Association  
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Trout Unlimited  
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