
 

 

 
Michigan Wolf Management Advisory Council            30 July, 2021 
C/O Victoria Lischalk, Executive Assistant 
P.O. Box 30444 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
RE: Comments Regarding Wolf Management in Michigan  
 
Dear Wolf Management Advisory Council, 
 
On behalf of the National Deer Association (NDA), I am writing to provide our comments to the Wolf Management 
Advisory Council (WMAC) regarding wolf management in Michigan. The NDA is a national nonprofit wildlife conservation 
organization dedicated to ensuring the future of wild deer, wildlife habitat and hunting. We represent 30,000 members 
nationwide, and our membership includes hunters, landowners and natural resource professionals.   
 
The NDA’s mission is pillared by four core areas: Education and Outreach; Recruitment, Retention and Reactivation (R3); 
Policy and Advocacy; and Deer Diseases. These four pillars sit on a foundation of science-based decision-making. The 
NDA believes that all management decisions regarding wildlife, wildlife habitat and hunting should be based in sound 
science, and that the people making these decisions should be the those most qualified to do so. Ballot box decision-
making or decision-making based on emotion or unfounded claims have no place in professional wildlife management. 
This stance applies to game and non-game species, alike.  
 
Certainly, wolves and wolf management are no exception. As noted in Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ 
(MDNR) Michigan Wolf Management Plan (Updated 2015), MDNR should conduct science-based wolf management with 
socially acceptable methods, including maintaining active research and monitoring programs to support science-based 
wolf management. Undoubtedly, the social sciences play a critical role in the success of any wildlife management plan, 
and the long-term viability of a management strategy relies on buy-in from diverse stakeholders. Still, management 
decisions must remain grounded in sound-science at the advice of state and federal wildlife agencies and professionals. 
Predators, and wolves specifically, tend to attract misguided management requests from the public based on emotion or 
idealism, but it’s imperative that the MDNR manage the state’s wolf population using proven, science-based 
management strategies, which include well-regulated hunting and trapping, that are best for Michigan’s wolves, wildlife 
and diverse ecosystems. As the MDNR notes, hunting and trapping of wolves could be an important tool to reduce 
conflict from, and realize benefits of, a healthy wolf population. 
 
The NDA applauds the MDNR for compiling a wolf management plan to help guide future wolf management in the state. 
We strongly encourage the WMAC to follow the science-based provisions found in this plan, and we ask that the Council 
set a strong precedent at its first meeting to let sound-science guide and lead the efforts to manage Michigan’s wolves 
for years to come. If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact me at (814) 574-8469 or 
torin@deerassociation.com. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Torin Miller 
Director of Policy 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/wolf_management_plan_492568_7.pdf

