August 25, 2021

The Honorable Arch H. Aplin, III, Chairman
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission

4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

Dear Chairman Aplin,

The undersigned organizations fully support the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission in its efforts to
detect and contain Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in our state. The most recent outbreak exposed
deficiencies in surveillance protocols in the captive deer breeding network. Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department was correct in issuing an Emergency Executive Order to address those problems while more
permanent rules are crafted with the benefit of stakeholder engagement and public input.

Deer hunting is an enormous economic driver in Texas, especially for rural communities and landowners.
The negative impacts of CWD on deer populations and hunter behavior are well documented in other
states. The potential impacts to hunters, businesses, landowners, and conservation funding cannot be
overstated. Fortunately, Texas currently has a very low prevalence of CWD. We must not squander the
opportunity to keep it that way.

We encourage the Commission to continue striving to slow the spread of this disease both inside and
outside captive deer breeding pens for the benefit of all Texans and the natural resource itself.

Respectfully,

Texas Wildlife Association National Wild Turkey Federation

Texas Foundation for Conservation Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club

Safari Club International-Austin Chapter National Deer Association

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers- Texas Chapter Audubon Texas

Texas Conservation Alliance Plateau Land & Wildlife

Welder Wildlife Foundation Texas Sportsman Association

The Nature Conservancy- Texas Chapter Safari Club International- Houston Chapter
Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Society Mule Deer Foundation — Lone Star Chapter
Texas Association of Bass Clubs Hill Country Alliance

Texas Black Bass Unlimited Devils River Conservancy

Texas Land Trust Council



