
January 10, 2022 
 
The Honorable Joe Manchin  
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources  
United States Senate  
Washington D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable John Barrasso 
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
United States Senate  
Washington D.C. 20510 
 

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso: 

The below signed hunting, fishing, conservation, and outdoor recreation organizations are writing 
regarding a suite of nine outdoor recreation bills considered by the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee on December 2, 2021. This legislation (S. 1229, S. 1269, S. 1616, S. 1874, S. 2258, 
S. 2886, S. 2887, S. 3264, S. 3266) is important for providing Americans with opportunities for hunting, 
fishing, and other forms of outdoor recreation, and we encourage you to move toward a markup as 
soon as practicable. 

As you know, outdoor recreation is big business in America, contributing $689 billion in economic 
output and 4.3 million jobs to the U.S. economy. Outdoor recreation, including hunting and fishing, are 
also healthy activities that enable people to find solace and enjoyment in an increasingly crowded world. 
These opportunities should exist for all Americans, and—from streamlining the recreation permitting 
process, to curbing the spread of aquatic invasive species, to completing travel management plans on 
federal land—much could be done to make outdoor recreation opportunities easier to discover and 
enjoy, all while reducing conflict and helping people understand and follow the rules. 

We do want to recognize that there may be portions of individual bills that could be refined or improved 
to prevent unintended consequences and better meet desired outcomes, and we are confident that  
potential issues could be addressed through a thoughtful committee markup. We encourage you to 
move toward this next step so that this important recreation legislation can pass into law. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request.  

Sincerely, 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

National Deer Association 

National Wild Turkey Federation 

Orion, the Hunter's Institute 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Trout Unlimited 


