
 

 

 
Rick Ward                      8 March, 2022 
Deer and Elk Program Coordinator 
Idaho Fish and Game                            
P.O. Box 25 
Boise, ID 83707 
 
RE: Proposed Changes to 2022 Deer and Elk Seasons in Response to Disease Concerns 
 
Dear Mr. Ward: 
 
On behalf of the National Deer Association (NDA), I am writing to provide our comments on the Idaho 
Fish and Game’s (IDFG) proposed changes to 2022 deer and elk seasons in response to the first-ever 
detection of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Idaho. We are a national non-profit conservation 
organization with the mission to ensure the future of wild deer, wildlife habitat and hunting. We 
represent 30,000 members nationwide, including hunters, landowners and natural resource 
professionals. 
 
The NDA appreciates IDFG’s proactive and aggressive approach to managing CWD, including the 
proposed season changes intended to reduce deer density in the CWD Zone and keep disease 
prevalence rates low. The NDA is dedicated to ensuring the future of wild deer, wildlife habitat and 
hunting. The NDA outlines deer diseases as a critical focus area and slowing the spread of CWD is of 
primary concern. CWD is one of the largest threats to wildlife conservation that we have encountered 
over the last century. As many states have learned, slowing the spread of this always-fatal disease is a 
daunting task and early detection and rapid response once the disease is found is critical for long-term 
management. Through our extensive work on this issue across North America, we know that proactive, 
science-based management by state wildlife agencies is imperative to keeping prevalence rates low, 
deer populations healthy and hunter engagement stable. 
 
CWD spreads most significantly through direct animal to animal contact and animal contact with prions 
in contaminated environments, and continued and increased harvest of both antlered and antlerless 
deer is extremely important in CWD-positive herds. The NDA supports IDFG’s proposed changes to 
increase harvest of both antlered and antlerless deer in Unit 14. Specifically, we support Option 1 with 
respect to mule deer to increase antlered mule deer controlled hunt tags from 180 to 400 tags with the 
hunting season running from Oct. 10 – Nov. 20. Unit 14 has long been a controlled unit for mule deer, 
and keeping it as a controlled unit should maintain hunter engagement. Additionally, maintaining the 
controlled status versus moving to a general season should provide better predictive power to IDFG to 
make tag allocation decisions to best manage the herd and harvest objectives in the unit.  
 
We also greatly support the proposal to add 200 extra antlerless mule deer tags to Unit 14. Unit 14 does 
not currently have an antlerless season. Even though bucks contract CWD at higher rates than does, it is 
a mistake to focus the majority of disease management efforts on the bucks in a disease zone. Research 
in Minnesota showed yearling does dispersed at similar rates as yearling bucks, and research in 
Wisconsin showed does were 10 times more likely to be CWD positive when there was one CWD 
positive relative nearby. Even though CWD prevalence rates are higher in bucks, there are always at 
least twice as many 2½-year-old and older does as bucks on the landscape. Finally, less than half of the 



hunters who go afield will shoot a deer in any given year, and only about 15 percent shoot more than 
one deer. So, we need to shoot bucks, but in disease zones hunters should be shooting more adult does 
than bucks. 
 
Similarly, we support Option 1 with respect to white-tailed deer to increase whitetail harvest by adding 
a new extra antlerless whitetail hunt with 250 tags and a new whitetail extra antlered tag with 250 tags 
with each hunt running Oct. 10 – Nov. 20. Again, maintaining the controlled status versus moving to a 
general season should provide better predictive power to IDFG to make tag allocation decisions. We also 
support IDFG’s efforts to increase testing in the CWD Zone and surrounding areas. We encourage 
convenient and quick testing options for hunters, and we also support mandatory testing in particularly 
locations or during specific seasons.  
 
Undoubtedly, the deer hunting tradition and industry in Idaho has deep and widespread roots. 
Nationwide, about 70% of all hunters pursue deer, and research has shown that CWD prevalence 
discourages hunter participation, ultimately threatening our deer hunting traditions and the Pittman-
Robertson model of conservation funding. Now is the time to use all resources at the disposal of the 
IDFG to work with hunters, landowners and other stakeholders to curb the spread of CWD in Idaho and 
keep prevalence rates low. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with questions or for more information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Torin Miller 
Director of Policy 


