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July 26, 2022 
 
Honorable Tom Carper  Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chairman  Ranking Member 
Environment and Public Works Committee  Environment and Public Works Committee 
United States Senate  United States Senate 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building  456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Carper and Ranking Member Capito: 
 
The undersigned hunting, fishing, outdoor recreation, and conservation organizations write on 
behalf of millions of hunters, anglers and outdoor enthusiasts to request that you move swiftly to 
hold a hearing on S. 3571, the Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act 
of 2022.  
 
This bipartisan legislation introduced by Senators Martin Heinrich and James Risch would help 
address some of the estimated 33,000 abandoned mine sites with environmental degradation 
where there is no party responsible for the cleanup. Toxic pollution at these sites compromises 
water quality, degrades fish and wildlife habitat, and poses dangers for outdoor recreationists. 
Cleanup costs could be as high as $54 billon and in many cases remediation of these sites falls 
upon Superfund, which is ill-suited to deal with the tens of thousands of abandoned mines 
polluting the environment.  
 
State agencies and private groups who have no legal responsibility or connection to these 
abandoned mining projects – true Good Samaritans – want to help tackle some of these cleanup 
projects. Unfortunately, substantial liability risks under the Clean Water Act and CERCLA 
severely limit the work Good Samaritans and state agencies can do to reduce pollution from 
draining abandoned mines. In short, these laws treat volunteers who want to clean up abandoned 
mines as if they themselves are polluters.   
 
S. 3571 would establish a new pilot program administered by the EPA to permit up to 15 Good 
Samaritan abandoned mine cleanups. The bill requires remediation projects to pose a low risk to 
the environment and produce improvements in environmental conditions, while also stipulating 
requirements for public involvement, environmental review, public hearings, and state and tribal 
consultation. If a permit is approved, qualified Good Samaritans would be provided with 
conditional liability relief, which will allow them to move forward with projects addressing 
harmful abandoned mine waste. Additionally, the bill specifies that mining activities are strictly 
prohibited. Lastly, if a permit violation causes an uncorrected worsening of environmental 
conditions, all liability protections would be voided.   
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By passing the Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act of 2022, 
Congress can facilitate safe, effective abandoned mine cleanups while also holding volunteer 
Good Samaritans accountable to terms of their permits. We respectfully urge you to swiftly take 
up this much-needed legislation. 

Sincerely,  

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers  
Izaak Walton League of America 
National Deer Association 
National Wildlife Federation 
Property and Environment Research Center 
Sportsmen for the Boundary Waters  
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership  
Trout Unlimited  

Cc:  
Senator Martin Heinrich  
Senator James Risch  
  


