
April 30, 2023

Chair Rick Hansen
House Environment and Natural Resources Finance and Policy Committee
407 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Chair Foung Hawj
MN Senate Environment, Climate, and Energy Committee
1150 State Office Building
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Chair Nick Frentz
Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Committee
1150 State Office Building
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Support for critical Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) management provisions in Minnesota
Environment Omnibus Bills HF 2310/SF2438

Dear Chair Rick Hanson, Chair Foung Hawj, Chair Nick Frentz, and Environment, Natural
Resources, Climate and Energy Conference Committee members,

The undersigned hunting and conservation organizations write on behalf of thousands of outdoor
enthusiasts across Minnesota who understand the value of protecting Minnesota’s deer hunting heritage
and wild deer herds from the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). Deer hunting is a deep-rooted
tradition amongst Minnesotans. Nearly 500,000 deer hunting licenses are purchased across the state each
year, and deer hunting alone generates nearly $500 million annually in total economic activity for the
state, reflecting how crucial deer hunting is to Minnesota’s outdoor economy.

We urge you to support critical Chronic Wasting Disease management improvements proposed in
Minnesota Environment Omnibus Bills HF 2310 and SF 2438, which contain multiple provisions that
tighten regulations concerning captive deer herds in an effort to curb the spread of CWD in Minnesota
and would protect the cultural and economic value of deer hunting for Minnesota’s future generations.

CWD is one of the most significant threats to wildlife conservation we have encountered over the last
century. As many states have learned, preventing the spread of this always-fatal disease is a daunting task,
and early detection and rapid response, once located, is critical for long-term management. Although new
cases have been found in areas of the state thought free of the disease, Minnesota is currently
well-positioned to combat CWD and keep infection rates low. To maintain this offensive position, those
who interact with wild and captive deer must act with the utmost care for the wild deer population.
Through proposed strong captive cervid provisions, HF 2310 and SF 2438 would greatly benefit
Minnesota in its ongoing fight against CWD.



Specifically, these bills would:

● Require farmed cervid owners to notify of an escaped cervid within 24 hours;
● Require fencing for farmed cervids that would prevent physical contact with wild cervids;
● Prohibit moving a farmed white-tailed deer from a CWD-positive herd;
● Prohibit the importation of live cervid or cervid semen from a herd that has been exposed to

CWD;
● Require the Board of Animal Health (BAH) to conduct annual testing of farmed white-tailed deer

with RT-QuIC;
● Prohibit the Board of Animal Health (BAH) from issuing new registrations for the possession of

captive white-tailed deer;
● Prohibit the movement of farmed white-tailed deer from a herd that tests positive for chronic

wasting disease from any premises to another location;
● Establish new CWD testing protocol for captive deer facilities;
● Establish new procedures for captive deer facilities to comply with following the detection of

CWD on the premises; and
● authorize the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to contract with the Board of Animal

Health to administer some or all of the statutes that govern farmed white-tailed deer once those
duties are transferred to the DNR

Additionally, the bills amend the existing statute with more strict language with respect to escaped
farmed cervid procedures, farmed cervid fencing requirements, farmed cervid identification
requirements, and cervid carcass transportation rules.

CWD can spread quickly when positive animals are moved across the landscape. Deer hunters across
Minnesota are subject to rules and regulations regarding mandatory CWD testing of hunter-harvested deer
where CWD is detected and restrictions for transporting harvested deer into and within the state. As CWD
spreads, more hunters are subject to these new regulations. Hunters are and will continue to combat CWD
in line with the rules and regulations provided by state agencies.

The captive deer industry in Minnesota is considered the primary vector for the spread of CWD
throughout the state. Cervids kept captive are more susceptible to the spread of disease, and the
movement of captive cervids over long distances gives the disease an easy opportunity to spread across
the state. Therefore, limiting contact between captive and wild deer is crucial. Additionally, double
fencing for commercial deer farms can help prevent the escape of farmed deer or entry into the premises
by wild deer, and also contact between farmed and wild herds through a fence.

The prohibition of new registrations for captive herds and the movement of captive white-tailed deer from
any premises to another location will aid in limiting the spread of the disease and reduce the opportunity
for contact between captive and wild deer. Finally, a new and more robust CWD testing protocol will help
ensure that CWD-positive individuals are not transported, released, or disposed of in a manner that
threatens wild deer in Minnesota.



We strongly urge you to prioritize critical improvements to CWD management and prevention proposed
in this legislation to aid in the ongoing fight against Chronic Wasting Disease in Minnesota and help
protect our hunting heritage for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration of this request,

Minnesota Conservation Federation

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers- Minnesota Chapter

Bluffland Whitetails

Izaak Walton League- Minnesota Chapter

Minnesota Deer Hunters Association

National Deer Association

National Wildlife Federation

Sportsmen for the Boundary Waters

The Wildlife Society- Minnesota Chapter

CC: Rep. Acomb, Rep. Hollins, Rep. Jordan, Rep Kraft, Sen. McEwen, Sen. Xiong, Sen. Coleman


