November 14, 2023

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chair

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 731

Washington, DC 20510-2204

The Honorable John Boozman

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 555

Washington, DC 20510-0406

The Honorable Joe Manchin

Chair

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 306

Washington, DC 20510-4804

The Honorable John Barrasso

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 307
Washington, DC 20510-5005

Re: Opposition to S. 2990: A bill to establish the Benjamin Harrison National Recreation Area
and Wilderness in the State of Indiana, and for other purposes.

Dear Chairs Stabenow and Manchin and Ranking Members Boozman and Barrasso:

On behalf of the below-signed organizations that represent millions of hunters, anglers, outdoor
recreationists, public lands stewards and conservationists across the United States, we write to you
today to share our concerns regarding Senate Bill S. 2990, which would expand the Charles C. Deam
Wilderness Area and create a Benjamin Harrison National Recreation Area on the Hoosier National
Forest (NF).

Our organizations and members are stewards of wildlife, their habitats, and functional ecologies and
support the use of sound-science to determine the conservation and management activities for wildlife
and their required habitat, per the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. We cannot
support the language of this bill because it does not align with the active management strategy that
has proven to keep forests healthy to the greatest benefit to wildlife, communities, and local
economies. The abundance of science and professional recommendations that are available
expresses how this bill would hinder much-needed ecological restoration efforts on the Hoosier NF.
The proposed federal designations would exacerbate the challenges already faced by the forest —
overstocked and aging forest stands, reduced forest diversity and structure, insect and disease-prone
stands — creating conditions that negatively impact a broad spectrum of wildlife species. Many of our
groups have met with Senator Braun and his staff to express our concerns, and we remain committed



to working with him and others to find a workable solution that benefits the forest resource and the
wildlife, Indiana residents, and visitors who depend on and enjoy the Hoosier NF.

Healthy forests require beneficial disturbances—including through active management—to maintain
and promote forest resilience and ecological diversity. Timber harvest, for example, when completed
under the Forest Service’s framework and guidelines established under the National Environmental
Policy Act, is a self-funding and ecologically beneficial treatment for responsibly managing forested
wildlife habitat. Other important forest management techniques would also be prohibited under the
proposed designation, including prescribed burning and the use of mechanical and chemical
treatments to address threats, such as invasive species. The proposed federal designation would tie
the U.S. Forest Service’s (FS) hands, preventing them from actively managing more than 40,000
acres under their responsibility. The Hoosier NF 2006 Forest Plan indicates the forest is already
grossly under-harvested. Of its 199,150 acres, only 80,543 acres are designated as “Suitable Forest
Land” allowing timber harvest, while the average annual timber harvest equates to 400 acres or just
0.002% of the forest.

Further reductions in active forest management in the Hoosier NF would dramatically reduce the
quality and diversity of forested habitat for a suite of wildlife species, many of which are listed as rare,
declining, threatened, and/or endangered. The proposed expansion would jeopardize the future of
these rare or declining species, as well as culturally and economically important game species,
including white-tailed deer and the wild turkey.

The FS works collectively with many stakeholders across the country to reach amenable solutions on
proposed management activities through established processes supporting multi-use management.
Hunting, fishing, and many types of outdoor recreation depend on diverse and healthy forests, which
in turn generate millions of dollars in annual revenue for state and local economies. The Hoosier NF
currently maintains an abundance of lands that support diverse recreational opportunities, while still
maintaining the beauty and ecological diversity of the forest. However, this bill would place the long-
Service’s ability to meet the goals and objectives in the Forest Plan.

In summary, we cannot support the language of this bill for the reasons stated, and we appreciate your
time and consideration of our concerns. We are committed to healthy forests and the wildlife,
communities, industry and recreational opportunities they support, and we believe this bill would
negatively impact all of these on the Hoosier National Forest and in the state of Indiana.

Sincerely,

American Woodcock Society Quail Forever

Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Delta Waterfowl Ruffed Grouse Society

Conservation Force Safari Club International

Houston Safari Club Sportsmen’s Alliance

Mule Deer Foundation Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
National Deer Association Whitetails Unlimited

National Trappers Association Wildlife Forever

National Wild Turkey Federation

National Wild Turkey Federation Indiana State
Chapter

Orion: The Hunter’s Institute

Pheasants Forever

Pope and Young Club



